h

Iy
!

i

-k
1

v
L

a
b

vy,

»

g Great Battleships Mor
Almost Human Capa

" This da the Arat of tiwo articles giving
the eariiest acceunt of lfe aboard the

' Paited States flect woritten since the war
began. The last will appedar towiorrow

By GOUVERNEUR MORRIS
.,';WHI-:RF! NEAR AMERICA, May 24
on Friday. May 11 1 received permis.
gion 1o vislt a fleet of United Siates war.
shipe, was told where to find It, how to
it, and that untll Thursday, May 24,
+ g must not convey to the newspaprrs which
1 represent any of the Impressions that (it
ghould make upon me, nor all of the ime

ons until the end of the wai
it may be of Interast to the public
Jnow that the fleet which | visited ls some-
where In American waters, and that, bagked
§ the proper BUthority, 1t may be redched
More thun this 1 am not

to

jn peveral ways
,"mmr:! to say, nor may 1 Bive the coin-
| poaition of the feet, or tha names of the
shipw composing It, nor of any of the oM.
ers governing those ships
Imponitivey

1 munst deal In T

fadltn oy virtues I must not partioularize.

Kaw

I shorl, I must tell nbout tiae Hoet withom
faliing about It nnd give & general impros
slon with most of the Imprensions left our

[ shall deal, then, rather with 1he hu-
ganities of the flest rather thuw with

mechanics; with Its awpects rather than jta

'ouatlahu.-s And with one pactieulag whigs
pather than with many.
BATTLESHIF A MAN 1

It hag been sald that u modern battleship
& machine, 1L 08 not. It is o man  biiw
ayes may no longer have the vielon of
M"T- bt he sees through a hundted paire

whose vislon s twenty-twenly magnified
= many dinmeters by lenses exquisitely ad-
Justed ; his hands may not be large of

ptrong. but they have within them #lmost
a god's power to destroy

"It in A )f his brain had mulliplied his
L ayes und made telescopes of them, had (1
greased his body to nn ominows wid b agl-
ful ahomination, displacing %0000 tone wnd
pad lengthened his arms nnd stroogthened
M hands unttl they could reach out clegr
awhy over the vim of the world, and thers
pmash and orush ind e wnd i

It wan twenly years since | had sel foot
en A battieship There was something
familinr about him and something strignge
It wam like meeting & promising friend of
your boyhood after he had grown into a

man. (1 will not be-ghe warshipe, tor be-
Ber them. They are men ) e had grown
#ldgr, winer, grayer, stronger. bLroader

falier and pwifter. And though nelthey of
s hind forgutten the best, nor the worst of
those things which we had onee hnd g com
mon, he eved me nekance, amd | felt #n
parrassed and shy
SEA LIFE NOW MORE KIND

The officer of the deck spolie 1H & sedaman
And by the tene of the voles | knew that
friend battleship had not only  grown
sronger and greater, byl so sure of hime
pelf that he could afford ta be more eour-
teouys und more Kind, ‘Things happened. A
meal cama and went One threw dies for
the cigars. Ome loxt. One Tistemed and one
talked, and one began fto associate in the
back of one's head this face with the right=
ful name of s owner and oertaln Insignls
with the ofllce of the wenrer

Xo two faces of the unlformed men
arountd the long, narrow table of the ward
room mess wers alike But they ware nil
fine, clean-cut faces of rigorously educated
men in the pink of physieal condition. Like
Al travelers, they were broad-minded, and

Uke il men wha have beén brought up
Rmong true values. they were without
affectation of any kind

No two facer wers nllke, and no two

men, 1 think, at that long table came from
the same city or even from the same State,
and yet with certaln strongly marked and
fine identities the service had  stamped
them all
WHAT SERVICE MEANS

These men were n telling and p theilling
Answir 1o those who ralse objections to
tiniversal service They were the proof
thAt by training and self-sacrifice sootionnl
lings and jeslousies may one day be abol-
Ished among us. And that ne men, ere his
Muspicions are lald, will need to inguire
wWhence another man comes

Lat me trw to show you whut [ mean,
From the tones of thelr volces | tried to
Buekn the localities from which they came.
It 1 played this game with clvillans |
should hit some bullseyes, but here In
aVery instance my shot flew wide of the
mark, 1 guessed that thie man was from
Bouth Carolina: lown was his State, An-
other 1 credited to Maine; his birth had
done honor to New Mexico

All this puzzled me, ahd 1 sought n soju-
tlen. 1 could not give Annapolis all the
eradit, because the chaplain, who asg re-
sembled the others In breeding, courtesy
and common wsense, had begun hisx naval
career as an enlisted man, but I gave An-
Rapolis a good deal of the credit, and the
fedt 1 gave to tha service (tselfl

The identities wers of the wsort that |

shiould like to mes stamped upon the frame- |

work of the average man, upon his face,
Wpon his body and upon his manners. They
Were the identities which result from learn-
Ing good habite at an age when the avernge

NCLE SAM'S BLUEJACKETS
" PRIMED FOR QUICK WAR DUTY

Sea Fighter Deger

boy s learning bad habits: which result
from travel, from standing up stralght, froun
having normal vision and alwayk leoking
Propie in the eyes, which result from a
common devolion to something which I8 big-
Ber thun any Individual ; which result from
Individual responsibilities almost contine
Uously horne so that one infinitely greater
Peaponsibility can be borne In common
NO TWO ALIKE

Yot oo two of them were In the least
Mlike. The executive officer would command
A slaggering salary as the head of a depart-
ment store; Lhe navigator's passion wie for
Brent circies and the starn and clay pigeon
Shooting ; there was one who dreamed of
balllstics as all dreamed of thelr wives
Ahd thelr bables and thelr sweethearts, And
there was another, by no means the oldest, 4

long, driving man with a face llke an
eagle's, whose passlon wan for the ship
tnd for overy rivet, serew thread, lens,

fhell, cannon, torpedo and character that
made the ship eMeclent and terrible-—and
whem all revered

A® for the chaplain, if he ever goes L0
Bily Bundaying in my town [ shouldn’t
wonder If 1 hit the trall, It was he who
When one compluined that they had among
them nine daughters and but three sons

#Peomforted them by stating that daughters
40 not come home smelling of liquor and
elgaretton,

BATTLESHIP A CITY

I have sald that a baitleship I8 a man
It in not. It Is a city.

That it is & walled clty, defended hy
ervible cannon, every man knows, So |
#hall not here and now speak of the magic
o¥es with which it sees the upproach of the
enemy, the thick armor with which It repels
his blows, nor of the terrible cannon Wwith
Which ¢t returns them, | shall speak
Fither of ships’' cooks and bakers, of buglers
And  blackamiths, of carpenters and
Plumbers, of printers and electriclans, of
Mirgeons und copperamiths, of musicians and

ndmasters, of barber shops and laundries,

of mmusements  and gosslp And 1 whall
hayve somothing to say of Justice
The Government ia the fugship. The

SMmiraly are the Governory of States und the
Gaptaine and commanders are the Mayors
of citles and towns. It Is a complete
elvillzation, s flonting country, to which
Ahe devotion of it meamen and firemen Is
necessary ma Lhat of its sdmirals, cap-
ns and commendars.

republic. but

t agalnat the passage of labor Ilawa,
:“Tt:;. war contingency, which will affect
the b en frop the standpolnt either of
= s iy,
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